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Title  3 —  Proclamation  6431  of  May  8,  1992 

The  President  Public  Service  Recognition  Week,  1992 


By  the  President  ^of  the  United  States  of  America 
A  Proclamation 

Good  government  is  a  reflection  of  the  men  and  women  who  make  it  that  way. 
and  we  Americans  owe  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  our  Nation’s  20  million 
public  employees.  Through  their  dedicated  efforts  at  the  Federal,  State,  and 
local  levels,  these  men  and  women  help  to  ensure  our  freedom,  safety, 
security,  and  progress.  Theirs  is  a  noble  yet  challenging  mission,  and  it  is 
fitting  that  we  set  aside  a  week  in  their  honor. 

All  public  employees  are  dedicated  to  upholding  the  principles  enshrined  in 
our  Constitution.  They  help  to  establish  justice  and  ensure  domestic  tranquil¬ 
ity  by  defending  law  and  order  in  our  commimities  and  by  providing  for  the 
day-to-day  operation  of  our  courts  and  corrections  facilities;  they  provide  for 
the  common  defense  by  supporting  our  military  bases  and  by  maintaining  our 
transportation  networks;  and  they  promote  the  general  welfare  by  conducting 
biomedical  research,  by  ensuring  the  safety  of  our  food  supply,  and  by 
administering  programs  to  aid  citizens  in  need  and  preserve  our  environment. 
Finally,  public  employees  help  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity  by  educating  our  children,  by  preserving  historic  documents 
and  landmarks,  and  by  ensuring  the  integrity  of  public  elections.  The  contribu¬ 
tions  of  govenunent  workers  in  these  and  countless  other  fields  of  endeavor 
have  helped  make  possible  the  freedom  and  prosperity  that  we  Americans 
enjoy  today. 

Americans  who  have  chosen  to  engage  in  public  service  are  making  a 
profound  difference  in  the  lives  of  their  neighbors  and  in  the  future  of  this 
country.  For  all  their  work  to  better  the  life  of  each  American,  they  deserve 
our  recognition  and  support. 

The  Congress,  by  House  Joint  Resolution  430.  has  designated  the  week 
beginning  May  4, 1992,  as  Public  Service  Recognition  Week  and  requested  the 
President  to  issue  a  proclamation  in  observance  of  this  week. 

NOW.  THEREFORE,  I.  GEORGE  BUSH.  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  do  hereby  proclaim  the  week  of  May  4  through  May  10,  1992,  as 
Public  Service  Recognition  Week.  I  encourage  all  Americans  to  observe  this 
week  with  appropriate  programs  and  activities  in  honor  of  the  dedicated  men 
and  women  who  ser\’e  our  Nation  as  employees  of  Federal.  State,  and  local 
government.  I  also  invite  young  Americans  to  learn  more  about  the  important 
and  rewarding  work  that  is  done  by  public  employees  and  to  consider 
devoting  their  talents  and  energy  toward  careers  in  government. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  eighth  day  of  May. 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  of  the  Independ¬ 
ence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  two  hundred  and  sixteenth. 


[FR  Doc  92-11339 
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Piioclafliatien  6432  of  May  ^  1992 

Infant  Mortality  Awareness  Day,  1992 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America 
A  Proclamation 

In  recent  years,  our  Nation  has  made  significant  and  encouraging  progress  in 
its  efforts  to  improve  the  health  of  mothers  and  infants.  The  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services  reports  that,  in  1991,  the  infant  mortality  rate  was 
8.9  deaths  per  1,000  live  births — the  lowest  ever  recorded  and  a  continued 
decline  from  previous  years.  This  decrease  can  be  attributed  to  a  number  of 
factors,  including  advances  in  science  and  technology,  which  have  eifabled  us 
to  save  the  lives  of  babies  who  are  bom  prematurely  or  who  develop 
dangerous  conditions  while  still  in  the  womb. 

While  we  are  justly  proud  of  these  advances  and  of  the  excellent  standards  of 
care  provided  in  our  Nation’s  neonatal  intensive  care  units,  we  know  that 
there  is  still  much  work  to  do.  Several  important  indicators  of  maternal  and 
child  health,  such  as  incidence  of  low  birth  weight  and  receipt  of  prenatal 
care,  have  not  shown  desired  improvements.  Moreover,  the  percentage  of 
babies  bom  to  teenage  mothers  and  the  number  of  pregnant  women  who  used 
one  or  more  illegal  substances  during  their  pregnancies  have  increased.  On 
this  occasion,  therefore,  we  renew  our  commitment  to  promoting  maternal  and 
child  health — ^beginning  with  high  quality  prenatal  care  throughout  pregnancy. 

Although  government  cannot  fulfill  the  primary  respcmsibility  of  parents  in 
caring  for  their  children,  officials  at  the  Federal,  State,  and  local  levels  have 
been  working  with  health  care  professionals  and  other  members  of  the  private 
sector  to  help  pregnant  women  protect  the  lives  of  their  unborn  children 
through  proper  nutrition  and  prenatal  care.  Prenatal  care  is  especially  impor¬ 
tant  for  women  who  are  at  increased  medical  or  social  risk.  Today,  for 
example,  black  infants  have  twice  the  risk  of  dying  before  their  first  birthday 
than  do  white  infants.  By  expanding  access  to  quality  prenatal  care  and  other 
family  support  ser\'ices,  we  will  alleviate  tremendous  human  suffering  and 
ensure  that  every  child  receives  the  best  possible  start  in  life.  In  addition, 
because  the  cost  of  preventive  care  is  much  less  than  the  cost  of  caring  for 
infants  with  low  birth  weight  and  other  health  problems,  our  efforts  have  the 
potential  to  produce  substantial  economic  savings. 

As  part  of  our  national  campaign  to  improve  maternal  and  child  health,  we 
have  launched  the  Healthy  Start  program,  a  pilot  project  designed  to  bring 
needed  information  and  services  to  pregnant  women  and  to  cut  existing  rates 
of  infant  mortality  by  half  in  15  high-risk  areas.  Elements  of  the  Healthy  Start 
program  include  education  about  healthy  life-styles,  improved  transportation 
to  clinics  and  other  medical  facilities,  the  pooling  of  services  to  provide  ‘‘one- 
stop  shopping”  for  care,  and  smoking  and  drug  abuse  cessation  programs.  Our 
goal  is  to  develop  innovative  programs  that  work,  and  then  replicate  them  in 
other  American  communities.  At  the  same  time,  we  continue  to  promote  public 
awareness  of  ways  that  each  of  us  can  help  to  improve  maternal  and  child 
health  in  the  United  States. 

As  an  expression  of  our  Nation’s  commitment  to  further  progress  in  the  fight 
against  infant  mortality,  the  Congress,  by  House  Joint  Resolution  425,  has 
designated  May  10, 1992,  as  “Infant  Mortality  Awareness  Day”  and  requested 
the  President  to  issue  a  proclamation  in  observance  of  this  day. 
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NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  GEORGE  BUSH,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  do  hereby  proclaim  May  10,  1992,  as  Infant  Mortality  Awareness 
Day.  I  urge  all  Americans  to  observe  this  day  with  appropriate  programs, 
ceremonies,  and  activities. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  eighth  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  of  the  Independ¬ 
ence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  two  hundred  and  sixteenth. 


[FR  Dm;.  92-11347 
Piled  5-11-02;  10-.59  am] 
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